
Many of you may 
remember that this time 
last year we were in a 
war with a crawling 
army.  Yes Armyworms 
were the talk of the ag 
and yard communities as 
the critters devoured 
pastures and lawns 
alike.  Thankfully we 
won’t be seeing a repeat 
of that devastation.   

Unfortunately, this 
year it seems we are in 
the feast or famine 
mode.  Extreme heat 
and no rain are making it 
necessary to look to the 
future on our corn crops 
and early beans.  There 
is a need to make 
decisions on whether the 
crop has made enough 
to keep for harvest as a 
dry grain or if it needs to 
be ensiled or hayed now.  
See inside this 
newsletter for 
information on crop 
estimates on corn from 
Dr. Chad Lee.   
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Three weeks ago I 
was beginning to have 
conversations about 
feeding hay in August 
and September to 
cattle with the hope 
that we can build 
pastures going into the 
fall.  Thankfully with the 
rains that discussion 
can be put on hold and 
our focus now should 
be on renovating 
pastures and hay fields 
that were damaged by 
the heat and drought.  I 
know it is tough to think 
about renovation and 
sowing seeds in this 
cost environment but 
there may be light at 
the end of the tunnel 
for seed prices.  See 
page 6 for some insight  
into why the seed 
prices are so high and 
why they could be 
coming down in the 
future months.   

As always, we are 
here when you need 
us . 
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Feeder Cattle Futures 
By Josh Maples 

The July Cattle Inventory report 

continues to show a tightening 

supply of cattle. Tighter sup-

plies are expected to be a main 

driver of stronger cattle prices 

over the next few years. The 

December Corn futures con-

tract is down more than $1 per 

bushel since mid-June which 

also has a positive impact on 

cattle market expectations. In 

this week’s newsletter, we’ll 

look at Feeder Cattle futures 

markets.  

  

The CME Feeder Cattle futures 

contracts reflect expected 

prices per hundred weight 

(CWT) for 700-899 pound 

feeder cattle within a 12 state 

region that includes the bulk 

of feeder cattle sales. There 

are separate contracts for dif-

ferent months in the future. 

For example, the “nearby,” or 

closest to expiring, contract is 

the August 2022 contract. 

However, there are also other 

feeder cattle contracts cur-

rently trading, with the only 

difference being the expira-

tion month.   
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The chart to the left shows the 

actively trading contracts by 

expiration month through 

April 2023. Looking at con-

tract prices across months al-

lows us to consider market 

expectations for cattle mar-

kets into next year. The Au-

gust 2022 contract is current-

ly the lowest price of the set, 

and every consecutive con-

tract is higher than the previ-

ous. This is a clear signal that 

traders are expecting feeder 

cattle prices to increase into 

2023. It is also worth noting 

that a continued increase dur-

ing the winter would happen 

at a time when feeder cattle 

prices typically face seasonal 

pressure (chart above).  

  

The solid line in the chart 

above represents contract pric-

es as of last Friday. The dotted 

line represents prices from 

June 1st. Contract prices are up 

approximately $10 per CWT 

across all contracts since June 

1. The spring 2023 contracts 

are currently trading near 

$190 which, if actually ob-

served, would mean feeder cat-

tle prices not seen since 2015. 

Strong market expectations 

also mean there may be some 

attractive risk management 

opportunities for producers 

depending on your goals.  



Page 6 

Agricultural News 

da is similar. They anticipate an 

average to above average crop 

and a later harvest due to cool 

weather. The upper Mid-West 

crop is forecasted to be a week 

to 2 weeks later than normal. 

Historical high seed prices, av-

erage to above average seed 

yields, high agricultural com-

modity prices, and uncertain-

ties in the economy are just a 

few examples of why many are 

nervous about seed prices go-

ing forward. Growers will re-

quire higher prices for the 

2022 crop, due to greater input 

costs, land rent increases, ROIs 

of competing crops and strong 

open market (not contracted 

seed) pricing. 

There is a historically low seed 

carryover available in the Pacif-

ic Northwest this year. Much of 

the carryover inventory seems 

to be in the hands of consumer 

products/retail companies. 

Low carryover inventories, late 

harvest with processing delays, 

and freight challenges play a 

critical role in why we are an-

ticipating seed availability limi-

tations well into the fall season 

until inventories can be replen-

Spring 2021 in Oregon was the 

driest and hottest spring on rec-

ord. As a result, forage seed pro-

ducers had an early harvest last 

year. In contrast, Spring 2022 in 

the Willamette Valley of Oregon, 

was one of the coolest and wet-

test years on record. Ninety per-

cent of the cool season grass 

seed sold in the U.S. is grown in 

Oregon and adjoining states. 

Due to the wet, cool spring the 

Oregon forage seed harvest was 

7-8 days later than normal. This 

late crop will make it difficult 

for our industry’s seed proces-

sors, seed labs, and warehouses 

to get seed out to customers in a 

timely manner. 

All the rain has helped produce 

what looks to be an average to 

above average crop in the Pacif-

ic Northwest. It has also created 

above average weed seed pres-

sure and producers are expect-

ing a dirtier crop. This will force 

the seed processors to run slow-

er, resulting in less seed cleaned 

per hour. Therefore, the supply 

of high quality, weed free seed 

will be more of a challenge this 

year. The forage seed crop re-

port from Minnesota and Cana-
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help seed prices for fall planting 

in KY.  

Excerpted from the Mt. View 

Seed newsletter. 

ished. As the grass seed supply 

chain starts to fill back up, we 

could see softer markets later 

this fall, but likely too late to 
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Reviving Drought Stressed 

Pastures A very hot and dry 

early summer combined with 

overgrazing has significantly 

reduced pasture growth and 

vigor in many areas of 

Kentucky. Fortunately recent 

rains will be of great benefit. 

And drought stressed pastures 

often look worse than they 

really are. This is especially true 

for pastures that were well 

managed prior to drought. In 

many cases pastures can be 

revived without reseeding. They 

key element is rainfall. On the 

flipside, pastures that have been 

grazed closely and continuously 

prior to drought often do not 

fare as well during and after 

drought. The following are 

some considerations for 

reviving drought stressed 

pastures. Rest pastures during 

and after drought. Close the 

gates! The worst possible thing 

that we can do during and after 

a drought is to allow livestock 

access to all the pastures. 

During a drought, confining 

animals to one pasture and 

feeding hay limits damage to a 

single pasture and allows the 

other pastures to adapted to 

the drought stress. Following 

a drought, it is important to 

keep those animals confined 

to the sacrifice while other 

pastures recover. This allows 

pasture plants to rebuild their 

photosynthetic factory (leaf 

canopy) and store up sugars 

and carbohydrates before the 

winter months. The stockpiled 

growth that accumulates 

during this recovery period 

can then be used for grazing 

during the winter months 

after plants have gone 

dormant. Fertilize pastures 

according to soil test. 

Fertilizing pastures this fall 

can help to strengthen plants 

and get them ready to grow 

next spring. Adjust the soil pH 

to 6.0 to 6.4, apply 

phosphorus and potassium 

according to your soil test, 

and apply 50-60 lb nitrogen/A 

in midAugust to early-

September for stockpiling. 

(Continued on page 9) 

Reviving Drought Stressed Pastures  
by Chris Teutsch (First appeared in Cow Country News) 
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Alternatively, a smaller 

amount of nitrogen (30 to 40 

lb/A) in November or early 

December can be applied to 

enhance spring growth. A late-

season nitrogen application 

will not produce a great deal of 

fall growth, but it will 

stimulate tiller production and 

root growth. Pasture growth 

will start earlier in the spring 

stands will be thicker. 

Interseed legumes into thin 

stands. Legumes such as red 

and white clover, and alfalfa 

are important components of 

sustainable grassland 

ecosystems. They form a 

symbiotic relationship with 

rhizobium bacteria in which 

nitrogen from the air is fixed 

into a plant available form. 

They also dilute the toxin in 

tall fescue infected with the 

toxic endophyte and in some 

cases may even reverse the 

negative effects of the 

endophyte. Pasture sod 

suppressed by drought and 

overgrazing provide a perfect 

opportunity for interseeding 

clover and alfalfa. Legumes can 

be either drilled in the fall or 

spring or frost seeded in late 

(Continued from page 8) winter. Frost seeding works 

best with red and white clover 

and annual lespedeza. Alfalfa 

is better established using a 

no-till drill. For more 

information on selecting 

varieties and overseeding 

contact your local extension 

agent or visit the UK Forages 

Webpage at http://

forages.ca.uky.edu/. Plant 

winter annuals. In some cases, 

drilling cool season annuals, 

such as small gains, annual 

ryegrass, and brassicas into 

dormant sods can be cost 

effective. In this situation, 

sods are normally in very poor 

condition and there are simply 

not enough remaining plants 

to actively compete with the 

cool-season annuals. However, 

interseeding cool-season 

annuals into a dormant sod 

that was well managed prior 

to the drought does not 

normally work as well as 

expected. This is due to the 

fact that the ground is very 

dry and when the rain finally 

comes the seed not only starts 

to germinate and grow, but so 

does the dormant sod. An 

established fescue sod has an 

(Continued on page 10) 
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extensive root system that 

competes well for limited 

moisture. On the other hand, 

newly established seedlings 

have a very small root system 

and are at a serious 

disadvantage when competing 

for water and light with an 

established fescue sod. The 

best place for cool-season 

annuals is on cropland or areas 

that had summer annuals that 

has already been harvested or 

grazed. In general production 

on these areas will be greater 

due to the absence 

competition. In order to 

optimize late fall and early 

winter production, these 

mixtures should be seeded in 

mid to late-August, given soil 

moisture is adequate for 

germination and emergence. 

Include brassicas in mixture. 

Rape and turnips can be 

planted in late summer to 

provide late fall and early 

winter grazing. All brassicas 

require well-drained, fertile 

soils and a near neutral pH for 

optimum production. Strip 

grazing is needed to maximize 

utilization of brassicas. 

(Continued from page 9) Brassicas can be 90% 

digestible and can cause 

health disorders if not 

properly managed. Problems 

can be avoided by following 

several commonsense 

recommendations: 1) 

introduce animals to brassica 

pastures slowly, 2) never turn 

hungry animals that are not 

adapted into brassica pastures, 

3) brassicas should not make 

up more 75% of diet, and 4) 

plant a mixture of brassicas 

and cool season annual 

grasses, 5) allow access to 

grass pasture or dry hay at all 

times. It is important to 

remember that drought alone 

rarely kills well managed 

pasture plants. In most cases 

pastures can be revived with 

rain, rest, and a little fertilizer. 

Weakened sods provide a 

prime opportunity for 

incorporating legumes in 

established pastureland. With 

a little tender loving care and 

rainfall this year’s drought 

stressed pastures will be next 

year’s green meadows. ~Chris 

Teutsch, from Cow Country 

News.  
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make yield, including ears per 

acre, kernels per ear and kernel 

size (listed as kernels/ bushel). 

Ears per acre and kernels per ear 

determines the number of ker-

nels per acre. Kernels per acre 

divided by Kernels per bushel 

equals bushels per acre.  

Table 1 includes three kernel siz-

es, 80, 90, and 

100 thousand 

kernels per 

bushel. Good 

weather dur-

ing seed fill 

will usually 

get most corn-

fields close to 

80 thousand 

kernels per bushel. Very stressful 

conditions will result in smaller 

kernel sizes and get corn-fields 

closer to 100,000 kernels per 

bushel.  

A corn crop cannot makeup yield 

for very low kernel numbers. For 

example, if a corn field only has 

200 kernels per ear, but has a 

good seed filling weather, it may 

(Continued on page 13) 

Even with the rains near the end of 

last week, corn in some fields has 

been severely damaged by a lack of 

water. Some farmers are calling 

insurance adjusters trying to decide 

if they can cut the corn for silage to 

get some-thing from their crop. In 

most cases, the farmer would have 

to leave a strip or strips of corn in 

the field for yield estimates later. 

The concern with 

this is that the 

corn could end 

up doing better 

than expected. A 

farmer's worst -

case scenario is 

cutting the corn 

for silage, leaving 

those strips of standing corn, and 

having rains that turn the crop 

around and yield 71% of the 5-year 

average, and the field was insured 

at 70% of the 5-year average.  

If possible, let the corn get through 

pollination. Corn ears with less 

than 400 kernels per ear likely have 

yield loss. Corn with 300 kernels or 

less will likely have yield losses that 

trigger crop insurance. Table 1 be-

low lists the yield components that 

Assessing Potential Corn Yield Losses by Dr. Chad Lee 
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have larger kernels. However, 

yields may only get to 75 bushels 

per acre. Conversely, if a corn field 

has 400 kernels per ear, but poor 

seed fill conditions, the field might 

yield 120 bushels per acre.  

Estimating yield is not an exact sci-

(Continued from page 12) ence. The farmer probably needs 

to grab 20 or more ears in a field 

to estimate kernel numbers per 

ear. The estimate is only as good 

as sampling area. If the farmer 

choses the worst spot of the field 

or the best spot of the field, that 

will skew the estimate yield one 

way or the other.  



Shew, it’s been a rough summer. On 

top of high fuel costs, current infla-

tion, and high input costs, beef pro-

ducers have had to deal with drought 

and extreme heat. Heat stress is nor-

mal for cattle in Kentucky because 

most of our cattle graze endophyte-

infected fescue but the early onset this 

summer may cause some serious is-

sues with pregnancy rates and calving 

rates. Heat stress has profound im-

pacts on many biological pro-

cesses that can lead to poor re-

productive rates. Prior to estrus, 

heat stress reduces follicle 

growth, hormone production, 

and oocyte (the egg) competen-

cy. Combined, this reduces ferti-

lization rates. Once fertilized, 

heat stress also reduces the 

growth of the newly formed em-

bryo. This reduction in the 

growth of an embryo is likely the re-

sult of increased cell death and/or a 

smaller corpus luteum (CL) that pro-

ducers less progesterone. This reduced 

growth rate and increased embryonic 

cell death leads to more embryos lost 

during the first week of gestation. Un-

fortunately, heat stress continues to 

impact embryonic growth through the 

first 21 days which also increases the 

loss of these early pregnancies. Issues 

with heat stress continue throughout 

gestation. Exposure of early pregnan-

cies (day 24-45) to heat stress reduces 

fetal growth and can result in the loss 

of up to 20% of these pregnancies. 

Heat stress reduces placental efficien-

cy meaning the placenta has a reduced 

ability to deliver nutrients to the de-

veloping fetus. Toward the end of 

pregnancy, extreme heat stress can 

impact placental hormone production 

which can lead not only to premature 

calving but also to drastically reduced 

development of the mammary glands 

impacting lactation. So, heat stress 

impacts beef females from the begin-

ning to the end of pregnancy. Ugh. 

What does this mean for beef produc-

ers right now? First and foremost, have 

pregnancy diagnosed in your herd. 

Contact your herd veterinarian to set 

up a palpation or ultrasound. Pregnan-

cy can also be diagnosed by taking a 

blood sample and either mailing the 

samples to a diagnostic lab or by using 

Agricultural News 
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Be Prepared for More Open Cows  
by Dr. Les Anderson 

Agricultural News 



 

the new chute-side blood test kit 

from IDEXX (test is called Alertys 

and they are available from most 

veterinary supply companies). The 

blood tests are accurate but consul-

tation with your herd veterinarian is 

always recommended. Pregnancy 

rate can dip to as low as 50-60% 

when prolonged heat stress occurs 

during the breeding season. What 

options does a producer have if a 

breeding disaster occurs? If you 

have a split calving season or calve 

year-round, the decision to keep or 

cull open females is a little easier. 

Simply roll cows younger than 5 

years old over to the next breeding 

season. The decision is harder if you 

only have cows calving in the 

spring. Currently, cull cow prices 

are high and many market analysts 

suggest that cull cows prices may 

remain high this fall. If the cost of 

replacement breeding stock remains 

reasonable, then the optimum deci-

sion would be to cull and replace for 

this year. Most years, the decision to 

cull open cows isn’t easy. Some 

would argue to cull all females that 

cannot conceive in her environment 

because her genetics did not match 

her environment or level of man-

agement. But genetics for reproduc-

tion are lowly heritable, so genetics 

are a very small contributor to re-

productive failure. Also, if you only 

have a drought and excessive heat 

stress once every 5-10 years, should 

(Continued from page 14) 
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you penalize a cow whose genetics 

match the environment most of the 

time? To make the decision even more 

challenging, often cows that are culled 

are replaced with bred two-year olds, 

who are inherently reproductively in-

efficient, will require additional feed 

inputs, and may take two years to 

reach optimum productivity. In the 

long run, what really costs more? Inter-

esting problem to think about and cer-

tainly not one answer for all producers. 

The markets, and where we are in the 

cattle marketing cycle, should impact 

the decision. Currently, cow numbers 

are extremely low in the US which nor-

mally results in higher calf prices. I got 

some incredible advice from an experi-

enced beef producer a few years ago. 

Pap had run over 1,000 cows for dec-

ades and his strategy was when prices 

are high, own as many cows as you can 

and sell as many calves as you can. Ex-

tend the calving season if you need to 

because every calf sold was profitable. 

Pap didn’t care to keep open females at 

all. However, when prices were low, 

Pap controlled the calving season tight-

ly and culled cows that didn’t conceive. 

Pap’s philosophy was when times were 

lean be efficient and when times were 

good, be productive. Good advice. It 

appears we are in an excellent position 

in the cow cycle with low number and 

impending higher feeder calf prices. 

Might be time to keep as many as you 

can afford to prepare you to take ad-

vantage of the higher cattle prices on 

the horizon.  
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